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The path to Hybrid IT is messy. The on-premises
data footprint continues to grow at an alarming
rate. On-premises applications also continue to
sprawl, and the number of critical workloads only
increases. Moving an application to the cloud often
requires significant recoding and over the course,
migrating that application’s data to the cloud. At the
same time, cloud providers are developing specific
expertise in specific areas, so there is a need to
move data between clouds to take advantage of
those capabilities, as well as to take advantage
of fluctuations in prices. The result is many
organizations are suffering paralysis by analysis,
not knowing where to start.

SoftNAS® Inc. has been in business for six years.
The company’s primary focus during that time has
been providing customers the ability to move legacy
applications to the cloud without having to rewrite
those applications. SoftNAS Cloud® delivers traditional
protocols (AFP, CIFS, NFS, SMB and iSCSI) to cloudhosted applications.

The primary difficulty in implementing a cloud
strategy is not a lack of tools. There are dozens of
tools to migrate data, create legacy file systems,
protect data and transform data. The problem is
there is no or limited integration between these
tools. They don’t work seamlessly with each other
and the underlying file system. What IT needs is a
single data fabric that can provide protocols that
existing applications understand like NFS, SMB
and iSCSI. That fabric needs to run on-premises
and in multiple clouds, and it needs to optimize the
movement of data between on-premises and the
cloud as well as across cloud.

SoftNAS recently announced version 4 of its solution,
and it moves the product from a cloud NAS solution
to a cloud fabric. Version 4 provides organizations a
connective tissue for their data that enables seamless
movement between on-premises and multiple clouds.
The latest release improves WAN transfer times to
enable IT to move massive amounts of data to the cloud
more efficiently than ever by optimizing the transfer
protocol. The result is a high-speed data onramp to
move enterprise data into the cloud. The solution also
integrates live data migration between on-premises
and between clouds. Organizations no longer have
to endure downtime while transferring an application
to the cloud. Once the data and application are in the
cloud, SoftNAS enables applications to run unchanged
from their on-premises version, and it accelerates the
performance of cloud storage while at the same time
optimizing cloud storage spend.
The other challenge most organizations struggle with
is where to start on their cloud journey. SoftNAS has
identified four ideal starting points when using their
solution; Cloud enabling primary and secondary cloud
storage, migrating workloads and apps to the cloud,
harnessing the power of hybrid cloud, and storing
Veeam backups in the cloud. Each of these represents
ideal cloud journey starting points. By using SoftNAS
instead of a point solution, the organization can move
to the other use cases, using the same solution. By
the time they’ve implemented all of the use cases, the
organization has leveraged the cloud to truly modernize
its data center.

StorageSwiss Take:
As organizations look to chart a path to the cloud, they encounter plenty of point
solutions, but these solutions can only take them part of the way. IT needs a single
foundational solution that enables the organization to embrace and leverage
the cloud fully, and take advantage of multiple clouds while still addressing the
genuine needs of the on-premises data center. SoftNAS is an excellent example
of a foundational solution that not only gets the organization started on its cloud
journey but can be with them every step of the way.

The Firm
Storage Switzerland is the leading storage analyst firm focused
on the emerging storage cataegories of memory-based storage
(Flash), Big Data, virtualization, and cloud computing. The firm
is widely recognized for its blogs, white papers and videos on
current appraoches such as all-flash arrays, deduplication,
SSD’s, software-defined storage, backup appliances and
storage networking. The name “Storage Switzerland”
indicates a pledge to provide neutral analysis of the storage
marketplace, rather than focusing on a single vendor approach.

About Our Partner
Control Any Data. Any Cloud. Anywhere.™
Data is the DNA that makes every business unique and is one of
the most valuable assets a modern, automated business owns
today. The majority of data, IT applications, business automation
workloads, IoT devices and SaaS applications will either be
running in the cloud or connected and spread across multiple
clouds. Businesses need to control any data, on any cloud from
anywhere to quickly meet their needs. They demand a powerful,
flexible solution to fully leverage their data DNA within the cloud
that is not only fast and cost-effective, but that doesn’t require
rewriting or re-engineering applications for the cloud.
SoftNAS®, Inc. pioneered cloud data control and management
with its SoftNAS Cloud data platform. The company began six
years ago as the global leader in software-defined Cloud NAS
and has matured into an enterprise software company. The
SoftNAS cloud data platform provides customers a unified,
integrated way to aggregate, transform, accelerate, protect and
store data and to easily create hybrid cloud solutions that bridge
islands of data across SaaS, legacy systems, remote offices,
factories, IoT, analytics, AI and machine learning, web services,
SQL, NoSQL and the cloud – any kind of data. SoftNAS works
with the most popular public, private, hybrid and premisesbased virtual cloud operating systems, including Amazon Web
Services™, Microsoft® Azure™ and VMware vSphere®.

The Analyst
George Crump is the founder of Storage Switzerland, the
leading storage analyst focused on the subjects of big data,
solid state storage, virtualization, cloud computing and data
protection. He is widely recognized for his articles, white
papers, and videos on such current approaches as all-flash
arrays, deduplication, SSDs, software-defined storage,
backup appliances, and storage networking. He has over
25 years of experience designing storage solutions for data
centers across the U.S.

